
 

 

Thereõs a lot to love in February at Foothill Elementary! 

First of all, thank you to all of those that showed their love and 

appreciation by nominating a teacher for the Golden Apple 

Award.  We are so fortunate to have such loving, dedicated 

teachers at Foothill Elementary!  Congratulations to Mrs.     

Wakamatsu  our winner!  We appreciate her willingness to teach 

the combined 5th and 6th grade TEAM (together everybody 

achieves more) as well as the grant she received to implement 

computers in the classroom. 

òTo love a child is to educate a childó is the theme of this yearõs 

Harmonõs day where a percentage of sales will be donated to our 

PTA.  Come shop and see the checkstand decorated by Mrs. 

Wakamatsuõs and Miss Lisonbeeõs class.  Thanks to Ilene Strong 

and Kristen Bryce for helping with this!  Also, you wonõt want 

to miss Dr. Thomas competing in the bagging competition at 

5:30 pm.  Bring your children to cheer him on and participate in 

the fun activities offered  throughout the store. We will debut 

the new Foothill Elementary banner in the floral department 

that day as well. 

Everybody loves books, a party and a day off from school! Be 

sure to visit the Book Fair in conjunction with Parent Teacher 

Conferences February 3rd-5th in the Media Center. Valentines 

Day parties will be held in the classroom Friday, February 13th 

2:15-3:15.  Enjoy sleeping in and taking a day off from school on 

February 2nd and 16th. 

I love my involvement in the PTA and the relationships I have 

developed with staff, parents and students. We are working on 

filling positions for next yearõs PTA. It really is a lot of fun!  

Please contact Raelynn Woolley at thewoolleys@gmail.com if 

you know someone that you believe would serve our PTA well 

or if you are interested in being involved.  Be sure to attend our 

next PTA Meeting:  Wednesday, February 11, 2009 11:30-

12:30 in the Media Center/Library . You will love it!  

 

Whitnee Robinson 

whitneerobinson@yahoo.com 

(801)372-9448 

 

 

 

February 

 

Feb 2 Prof. Dev. Day    

 (no school)                        

Feb 3-5 Book Fair            

Feb 4 Storytelling          

 assembly 

Feb 4-5 Parent Teacher 

 Conferences 

Feb 10 Harmons Day 

Feb 11 PTA Meeting   

 11:30-12:30 

Feb 13 Valentineõs Parties 

Feb16 President's Day    

 (no school) 

Feb 19 Spelling Bee 7:00pm 
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Great things are coming up this month at Foothill Elemen-

tary ð where every day we are òExploring the Possibilitiesó 

with your students! On-line at our school website 

(www.foothillalpinedistrict.org ) and in your homes this 

month you will find our first annual Foothill Elementary 

Stakeholder Report.  This report shares with our community 

why Foothill offers the best educational opportunities for 

students.  Here in this newsletter, as I do each month, I share 

our most recent events and successes. 

First, I would like to recognize three of our outstanding 

teachers who have received some special awards: 

Mrs. Wakamatsu has been awarded the Golden Apple 

Outstanding Educator Award by the Foothill PTA.  

By receiving this award, Mrs. Wakamatsuõs name 

will automatically be submitted for consideration in 

the statewide Golden Apple award.  Congratula-

tions, Mrs. Wakamatsu, for your dedication 

to students! 

Mrs. Longmore has been named a Miller 

History Seminar Recipient,  which means 

she will be spending part of her summer in a 

three-week seminar studying history in Boston, 

Mass.  This hands-on experience will provide Mrs. Long-

more with great things to bring back that will benefit all our 

fifth grade students as they study U.S. History. Congratula-

tions and thanks to Mrs. Longmore for all she does to bring 

history alive for our students! 

Mr. Hall was recognized in a special banquet as Utah 

Stateõs Gifted Educator of the Year!  We are sure all of Mr. 

Hallõs students, past and present, will concur that he has a 

talent for making learning fun!  We are excited to have him 

as one of our Accelerated Learning Lab (A.L.L.) teachers.  

Congratulations! 

This past month we have participated in some great activities 

that celebrate our students through their participation in our 

two different BEEs ð Spelling and Geography, along with 

Orem Cityõs NOVA program for sixth grade students. 

Thanks to our teachers and parents for all the time spent in 

helping to prepare these students for their participation in 

these learning experiences.  We eagerly anticipate the 

Knowledge Bowl and Foothill Storytelling Festival coming 

up next! 

I am encouraged by the increased participation in Dr. Tõs 

Readers each month. It is a thrill to discuss books 

your students.  This month, Dr . Tõs Readers books 

will be the following:  

Grades 1 ð 3 Stuart Little by E.B. White  

Grades 4 ð 6 Lunch Money by Andrew Clements 

My monthly reminder is, as always, to please keep 

encouraging your students to read ð not only the 

Dr. T books, but any goods book they can get their 

hands on. 

We look forward to seeing you at Parent Teacher Confer-

ences from 4 ð 7:30 PM on February 4 & 5. Remember, too, 

that Kindergarten Registration will be held at on February 23 

from 9 ð 12:00. Thank you for the support we feel from you 

each day as we continue to òExplore the Possibilitiesó here at 

Foothill.  

Dr. Thomas 

February 23rd from 9:00am - 12:00pm at Foothill. 

Please let your neighbors know!!!  

Remember ,your child has to be 5 years old by September 1, 2009  

to register for the coming school year. 

 

http://www.foothillalpinedistrict.org


 

 

More opportunities to earn $ for Foothill through the Box 

Tops for Education program: 

Enter the I Love My School Sweepstakes Feb. 2-Mar.  Go 

to www.btfe.com/love  to enter.  You can enter once 

each day.  The more you enter, the greater our school's 

chances are of winning!  28 schools (one each day) will 

win 1,000 Bonus Box Tops. 

Shop for your sweetheart at the Box Tops Marketplace 

and earn cash for our school. Go to www.btfe.com/

marketplace to see the list of 70+ stores and start shop-

ping! 

Earn cash for our school just by buying the books that 

you love! Begin your shopping at the Box Tops Reading 

Room to earn up to 6% on your Barnes & Noble book 

purchases.  Go to www.btfe.com/readingroom for 

more information. 

 

 

Ground-level ozone (sometimes called smog) is formed from automobile, industrial and other pollutions by chemical reactions 

when there is bright sunshine with high temperatures.  The highest ozone concentrations usually occur between 2 and 8 pm 

from May through September.  Prolonged exposure to this smog can reduce a healthy adultõs lung function by 15 to 20 per-

cent. Those with asthma, children, and the elderly are even more sensitive to the effects of the ozone. 

Estimates are that one in three Utahns experience some type of respiratory problem during 

high pollution periods.  Emergency room visits and hospital admissions for asthma increase 

about 24 hours after ozone levels are high.  More than 47,000 children in Utah have asthma. 

Particulate matter is very small dust and soot particles.  Particulate matter is generally cre-

ated during a burning process and includes fly ash (from power plants), carbon black (from 

automobiles and diesel engines) and soot (from fireplaces and wood stoves).  Along the Wa-

satch Front, the effects of particulate matter can be seen as the thick brownish haze that gets 

trapped in the valleys during the summer and winter months when the air is very still. 

Utahõs air monitoring system is updated every 35 minutes to bring you the latest information on the air quality for that hour.  

Check Utahõs Air Quality Index at www.cleanair.utah.gov. Then use òGuidance for Schoolsó at health.utah.gov/ asthma/

schools.html to determine the appropriate level of outdoor activity for your children. 

If your students have respiratory or heart problems, please make sure to inform their teachers.  On bad air quality days they 

will need to stay indoors during recess. 

Kim Lowe, RN  

Our earnings have been up-

dated on www.btfe.com.  So 

far we have received $2,138 

from the Box Tops that you've 

turned in.  Thank you for your 

support! 

As a reminder we cannot submit expired Box Tops, so please 

don't turn them in.  All collections sheets turned in will re-

ceive that month's prize.  You can turn in previous month's 

collection sheets, but you will still receive the current month's 

prize.  Also, you don't have to use the collection sheets.  Just 

place your Box Tops in a bag with your child's name on it and 

they will receive a prize. 

Thanks for helping Foothill earn $ through the Box Tops for 

Education program. 

http://www.btfe.com/love
http://www.btfe.com/marketplace
http://www.btfe.com/marketplace
http://www.btfe.com/readingroom
http://www.cleanair.utah.gov/


 

 

Come celebrate reading with your students by joining them 

for lunch and then visiting the book fair on either Wednesday 

Feb. 4 or Thursday Feb. 5. 

 

Students, pick up a coloring page in the library, color a favor-

ite scene from a movie that was originally a book, or from a 

book that you'd like to be a movie, then turn it back in to the 

basket in the library. From the entries, we will draw eight 

students to win a $5 book from the book fair! 

Friday, Jan. 30th-Thursday, February 26th 

Time spent reading at home will count for the Read-a-Thon. 

Please follow the guidelines found on your Read-a-thon sheet. 

Reading goals for each grade level: 

Kindergarten          10 minutes                    50 minutes 

First                       15 minutes                    75 minutes 

Second                   20 minutes                    100 minutes 

Third                      25 minutes                    125 minutes 

Fourth                    30 minutes                    150 minutes 

Fifth                       35 minutes                    175 minutes 

Sixth                       40 minutes                    200 minutes 

Reading is the best!  Have fun, 

be honest, take responsibility 

and count the time you read to 

yourself as well as time you are 

read to. 

Most of all ð READ, READ, 

READ!!!  

THEME :  òTo love a child is to educate a childó 

DATE: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Harmonõs grocery store will donate a 

percentage of sales on this day to 5 local 

PTAs. We were fortunate enough to be 

selected from their random drawing.  So 

save up your shopping for that day, and 

encourage family and friends to do the same! 

Fun activities will be going on in each department run by 

the local PTAs: 

Students that wear their school shirt to the store will 

receive a prize. 

At 5:30 pm Dr. Thomas will compete with other prin-

cipals in a bagging contest. 

Each school will decorate a check stand with decora-

tions handmade by its students.  The school with the 

best check stand will win $50.00 

Tues. Feb. 3 - Fri. Feb. 6 

Hours:  Tuesday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 11:30 to 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday: 11:30 to 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Friday: 11:30 to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Preview books at our book fair website: 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/

foothillelementary  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/foothillelementary
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/foothillelementary


 

 

Jenna Lisonbee grew up in Orem.  She has 3 brothers and 1 

sister.  She also has 3 nephews and 2 nieces who she loves 

spending time with. 

Miss Lisonbeeõs favorite subjects in school are Science and 

History.  She feels that there is something magical about the 

past, and science makes life totally interesting.  Her favorite 

book is òThe Old Man and the Sea,ó by Ernest Hemingway.   

Her favorite color is yellow. She loves all sports, especially 

mountaineering and exploring new places. Her favorite vaca-

tion spots are Alaska and Italy.  Miss Lisonbee loves the 4th 

of July!  She love celebrating America and she wants to instill 

in her students that same love. 

Another interesting thing about Miss Lisonbee is that she is 

totally and completely in love with fly fish-

ing!  She loves camping, hiking, and her 

most favorite thing is the ocean!  She has a 

deep passion and interest for sharks! 

Miss Lisonbee loves teaching because each 

day is a new day, and you never know 

what adventure her class will be having! 

Laura Mendenhall was born and raised in Orem.   She has 

two brothers.  She is married to her husband Grant.  Her 

favorite subjects in school are Reading, Science and Social 

Studies.  Mrs. Mendenhall loves to read historical fiction 

books and occasionally a fantasy book.  Her favorite colors 

are blue and purple.  She loves Italian food.  Her favorite 

sport is swimming. 

Mrs. Mendenhallõs favorite vaca-

tion was when she went to Costa 

Rica and met her husband who was 

on the same school geology trip 

with her. 

Her favorite holiday is Christmas because of all of the fam-

ily time.  Her favorite hobbies are swimming, skiing, hik-

ing, genealogy, reading, and traveling.  Mrs. Mendenhall 

enjoys teaching because she gets to see students grow.  She 

loves helping them learn new and exciting things about the 

world around them. 

Ashley Dunkelberger was born and raised in Pocatello, Idaho.  She is the oldest of five children, whose ages range from her to 

her little brother in third grade!  Her husband also grew up in a little town just outside of Pocatello, but they didn't meet until 

college, at Idaho State University.  She was married on August 18, 2007...funny that school started on her one year anniver-

sary ... they still joke about the timing!  She moved to Utah so that her husband could attend BYU Law School.  He just re-

ceived his first round of grades and is in the top 11%.  She is so proud of him! 

Mrs. Dunkelberger loves to be outdoors, or anywhere, together with her husband!   She loves playing 

volleyball.  She is pretty addicted to reading, and since her husband is constantly studying she gets a 

lot of opportunities to read.  Her current favorite books are the Inheritance and Fablehaven series. 

She enjoys trying new restaurants and her favorite seems to be El Gallo Giro.  She also loves interior 

decorating and making creative pieces for her home.  Luckily, as a teacher, she gets to use some of her 

creativity!  The main reason Mrs. Dunkelberger loves teaching is the students.  It is so rewarding to 

see someone grow academically, mentally, and socially, and know that you had a small hand in it.  She will never forget the 

students that she has taught.  She sincerely cares for each one of them. 



 

 

The number one reason to join 

the Parent Teacher Association is 

to benefit your child. In doing so, 

you also help your school.  

For less than 3 cents a day, you 

can become a PTA member, join-

ing more than 5 million other 

people who share your interest in 

issues affecting children. Every-

oneñparents, educators, students and other citizens active in their 

schools and communitiesñare invited to join our not-for-profit 

organization.  

For more information on why you should join PTA: 

http://www.pta.org/why_join_the_pta.asp   

Please join today!  We need you. 

 

02/03 Veila Alvidrez 

02/19 Jill Strong 

02/26 Tad Hunter 

 

With Alpine School District being such a large school district and having limited classroom space, teacher assistants are a 

valuable part of our schools. They provide assistance to teachers and administrators in the daily operation of our schools. 

Their tasks vary from monitoring student assignments to reviewing homework or working one-on-one with students. 

Teacher assistants were put in place to deal with rapid growth and space constraints in our schools, according to Dr. Gary 

Seastrand, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services and Schools. 

òThe number of teacher assistants allocated is based on two factorsña formula that takes into account the number of students 

and their needs in addition to the principalõs discretion,ó said Dr. Seastrand.  

The initial teacher assistant training consists of two classes conducted by district curriculum staff members that deal with gen-

eral class management in addition to math and reading training. Trained assistants paired with qualified teachers help de-

crease the student to adult ratio in our schools, thus allowing students a more personalized educational experience. 

Teacher assistants play a key role in our schools through their hard work, dedication and knowledge of the students. Every 

day these essential support staff members provide 607 instructional hours assisting teachers in educating students.  They are an 

integral part of our studentsõ overall educational experience. 

 

Michelle Gray                                                                                                                                                                                             

Public Information Officer                                                                                                                                                                         

Alpine School District 

 

http://www.pta.org/why_join_the_pta.asp


 

 

William Johnson 

Simon Brown 

Kody Heath 

Mason Perry 

Riley Dayton 

Hayden Brown 

Miles Brown 

Justin Lowry 

Isabel Adams 

Kaylee Bradley 

Joshua Westoer 

Mynoa Williams  

Joseph Seamons 

Tori Jensen 

Cienna Mathis 

Cole Chipman 

Chase Pollard 

Everett Bergeson 

Lyndi Jenkins 

Emalee Dean 

Isaac Wells 

Kody Smith 

Taylee Hunter 

Abigail Werner 

Allison Himes 

Payton Bird 

Thomas Westover 

Mina Morgan 

Brynne Christensen 

Maddie Reece 

Rachel Linford 

Tyler Thompson 

Lucas Olivier 

Clhoe Benson 

Jimmy Dean 

Brolin Roney 

Lauren Brown 

Brooks Ogborn 

Cade Young 

Collin Peterson 

Robert Hadfield 

Emil Cuello 

 



 

 

Hailey Taylor 

Chan Alvari 

Brady Huffaker 

Marcos Martinez 

Daphine Benson 

Kelly Winter  

Canyon Esplin 

Levi Rodas 

Alexandra Taylor 

Mason Gibb 

Emily Hiatt  

Angel Guerra 

Gavin Brown 

Jacob Prososki 

Aria Gerson 

Emily Meyers 

Makenzie Alvari 

Emerson Brian 

Kaylee Lowry 

Isaac Evans 

Brylee Perry 

Joseph Peterson 

Sydney Pedersen 

Claire Jenkins 

Dayson Deucher 

Wayne Giddins 

Yearbook deadlines are coming up fast!  Please send pictures of class activities, school-wide 

activities, class fieldtrips, etc...to Kitty Mortimer if you would like them published in the year-

book! 

  kittymortimer7@gmail.com 

kittym@alexanders.com 

mailto:kittymortimer7@gmail.com
mailto:kittym@alexanders.com


 

 


